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Foreword

The term ‘‘name reactions’ is the designation generally applied to reactions
which either for historical reasons, or because of their unfailing practical
value, or, finally, because of the associated mnemonic convenience bear
the names of their discoverers, The need for keeping terminology short has
led to a continuous extension of this principle in recent times. Hence it is
of value, not only for the beginner, but often even for the expert, to have
an ordered collection of all the more important name reactions at his
disposal. The basic requirements for identification purposes have been
catered for by less comprehensive surveys which have appeared previously.

Naturally, it is only partially a historical tendency inherent in the nature
of any particular branch of science that causes a reaction to become a name
reaction. It also illustrates the compromise made in order to be able to
include in subject indices novel types of reactions which have not as yet
been described by general terminological expressions. The precedence
given all too frequently to author indices over subject indices is due in no
small part to this trend. This presentation, which considerably improves
upon its predecessors with regard to both coverage and detail, should
prove more than a convenience to all chemists, experimenter, teacher, and
publisher alike. The “device” of using authors’ names here affords the
possibility of combining convenience with usefulness. Thus, this encyclo-
paedic collection has become practically a textbook of the most important
organic reactions and their mechanisms as they are accepted today. Not all
of the important reactions of organic chemistry are name reactions; how-
ever, this is the case for many, particularly synthesis reactions, and it is
a benefit for all to find them explained and illustrated by their basic classi-
cal examples. The present volume makes a significant advance towards
providing a summarizing review of organic chemistry.

Frankfurt-on-Main FriepricH RICHTER
Fall, 1960
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